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READING/ PART 1 

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. 

For questions 1-14, answer by choosing from the sections of the article (A-D).  Some of the choices may be 

required more than once.  

 

In which of the article are the following mentioned? 

 

the place of someone’s permanent residence      1…….. 

 

a river that flows through a city                           2……. 

 

the festive atmosphere in a certain city               3……. 

 

a dislike of travelling somewhere with no particular aim   4……. 

 

a more economical way to organize a trip           5…… 

 

the fear of being forced to abandon a race           6…… 

 

combining work and pleasure                              7…… 

 

stretches of a course that involve running uphill  8….. 

 

a means of expressing gratitude                            9….. 

 

the worry that one might arrive late                      10….. 

 

the result of following medical advice                  11….. 

 

taking precautions in case of accidents                 12….. 

 

an affinity for a type of music                               13…. 

 

the opinion that running a marathon is a fundamentally irrational activity  14…. 
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READING/ PART 2 

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. 
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For questions 15-20, choose which of the paragraphs A-G fit into the numbered gaps in the following 

magazine article. There is one extra paragraph which does not fit into any of the gaps. 

 
 
A Yet she is clutching her saxophone like a petrified 

child. ' I’m scared of the audience,' she says. ' You've 

got to be kidding,'  I tell her. ' No,' she says with a 

snort. 1 freeze up when I look at them. '  With a 

slightly shamefaced expression she reaches for her 

sunglasses. Wearing them throughout her appearance 

in front of this small crowd – maybe 250 people – is 

one of the methods she uses to control her nerves. 

 

B Marjorie works hard, but being a musician, even a 

respected one, leaves her little opportunity to feed her 

brain in other ways. She's frustrated that her French 

isn't good enough to allow her to communicate at a 

depth she's accustomed to. And sitting around her tiny 

apartment reading books only goes a small way 

towards intellectual fulfilment. 
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C Marjorie refused to let such a minor problem daunt 

her. Soon she was playing music again, this time with 

renewed determination to be one of the best sax 

players in the world. Then, without any warning, she 

developed a fear of performing in public that nearly 

paralysed her the first time it struck. It was time to 

take action. 

 

D 'I thought I’d gone to heaven,'  she says. 'It was a 

turning point. The experience told me I had to play 

more music, hear more music and really live before it 

was too late.'  This was the moment when she decided 

to make a radical change in her life. 

 

 

E As if this weren't unusual enough, five years ago, 

seemingly on a whim, she suddenly decided to sell her 

thriving veterinary practice in Australia and moved to 

Villeneuf – without knowing a single word of French 

or how long she might stay. What would make 

someone abandon her entire life and take up playing 

music with a bunch of amateurs at the age of thirty- 

five? 

 

F Her new-found stagefright was the other curious 

factor about this return to public performance. 

Marjorie believes her terror is related to the sense that 

she is baring her soul when she performs. 'The other 

thing I do to make myself less scared is stand 

completely still on stage,' she explains. 'Paradoxically 

enough, this seems to get me more attention!' 

 

G So she went to college instead, and trained as a vet. 

She threw herself into her profession, channelling her 

energy into building up a practice. 'I became stronger 

psychologically because I was successful in my 

career,' she says. 'I see it as a positive thing. I was 

satisfied with my life.' 
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READING/ PART 3 

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. 
Read the magazine article and answer questions 21-25. Answer by choosing A B C or D against the number 

of each question. Give only one answer to each question. 

 
  
21 According to the writer, the most impressive feature of the California condor is 

A its resemblance to the Andean condor. 

B its ability to glide 

C its colourful plumage. 

D its blunt talons. 
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22 In the first stage of the conservation programme, 

A eggs were removed from the nests of wild condors. 

B female condors were captured and studied carefully. 

C scientists and zookeepers tried to create genetic diversity. 

D condors were induced to lay more than one egg. 

 

23 What are we told about the attempts to save these birds from extinction? 

A There is disagreement about the methods employed. 

B The majority of condors released into the wild have died. 

C Attempts to breed condors in captivity have failed. 

D Condors reintroduced into the wild are unable to hunt. 

 
24 Some chicks hatched by condors released into the wild died because 

A they fell into pools of water. 

B they fell prey to other animals. 

C they had odd drinking habits. 

D they swallowed dangerous objects. 

 

25 According to Mike Wallace, there will be fewer problems 

A if young condors are thought not to eat so much carrion. 

B if the chicks are kept in cave-like nest boxes for five months. 

C if young condors are thought appropriate behaviour by older birds. 

D if the chicks are in the company of older birds when they hatch. 

 

 

READING/ PART 4 

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. 
 

For questions 26-35, answer by choosing from the sections of the article A-D. Some of the choices may be 

required more than once. 

 

 

In which sections of the article (A-D) are the following mentioned? 

hidden costs 26 …………. 

adding data to images 27…………. 

taking pictures from a particular distance 28 …………. 

developing technical skills 29 …………. 

the compatibility of component parts 30 …………. 

the danger that you will not be able to access your photos 31 …………. 

protecting fragile items 32…………. 

a joint venture 33…………. 

the loss of quality that comes with enlargement 34 …………. 

similar quality for less money 35 …………. 

 

For questions 36-40, answer by choosing from the sections of the article E-H. Some of the choices may be 

required more than once. 

 

 

Which person (E-H) mentions the following? 

taking people unawares 36 …………. 
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the tendency of some devices to develop faults 37…………. 

the views of others 38…………. 

evaluating one's work 39 …………. 

difficulties in obtaining supplies 40 …………. 
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The Experts 

E I'd say a beginner should go for the best digital camera he or 

she can afford. You develop as a photographer by taking lots 

of shots, studying them and throwing away the vast majority; 

this is how you learn what makes a good picture. Digitals let 

you do this more easily than any other type, and some have 

software that enables you to do very sophisticated things on 

your computer in the way of editing. Plus you can always get 

normal prints if you want. 

 

F A beginner who wants to become a good amateur, and maybe 

join an amateur photography club, needs an SLR. The basic 

technology is fairly old, but it's very reliable, and since 

they’ve been making these cameras for years, there are lots of 

second-hand models on the market. You learn better without 

the modem electronic gadgetry, which will probably break 

down in a couple of years anyway. Nobody will take you 

seriously as a photographer with anything other than an SLR. 

 

G Spend around £400 on a good compact. You can take it 

everywhere with you and photograph interesting or amusing 

incidents that simply crop up in everyday life. That’s what 

professionals do. You know you’ll get a good picture every 

time, so you never waste film. Unlike APS and digital 

cameras, you can use any 35mm film with a compact – a 

definite advantage when you're in some tiny village where 

shops only have normal films. 

 

H Get the best APS camera you can – that's my advice. It's tiny, 

so you can have it in your pocket or handbag and get those 

special shots without anyone realising they're being captured 

on film. You have a lot more control over the pictures than 

with compacts. You can choose the size of the print format, 

and you can change the print format at a later date. 

 

 

USE OF ENGLISH/  PART 1 

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.      

For questions 1-15, read the text below and then decide which answer best fits each space. Put the letter you 

choose for each question in the correct box on your answer sheet. The exercise begins with an example (0). 

 

Vanilla Surprise 

 

Example 0 - A 
 

Vanilla is such a(n) (0) ….. flavour that it comes as a surprise to learn that it is also one of the world’s most 

expensive spices. The vanilla plant is a(n) (1) ….. of the Americas. Its flowers grow in (2) ….., and in nature 

they are pollinated by hummingbirds and bees. The (3) ….. seed pods resemble oversized French beans, and 

develop their (4) ….. flavour and fragrance during the curing process. After harvesting, the beans are (5) ….. 

with heat or hot water and are placed in the sun every day for many weeks. When they have (6) ….. to a fifth 

of their original size, they are (7) ….. according to size and quality. 
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Like other spices that we (8) ….. for granted today, vanilla has a fascinating history. In the sixteenth 

century, the Spanish imported the spice to Europe. However, attempts to grow vanilla in other locations (9) 

….. with failure: the plants would not produce pods, and it was only when a way was found to pollinate the 

flowers artificially that the commercial exploitation of this valuable crop (10) ….. under way. 

 

Today vanilla is used in the manufacture of perfumes and cosmetics, as well as in the (11) ….. arts, where it 

is often a(n) (12) ….. of puddings. Recently, it has also been used in more (13) ….. ways. Lobster and 

vanilla is now a popular (14) ….. in certain restaurants – providing that chefs can (15) ….. up with amazing 

ideas to tickle the taste buds. 

 

 

0 A common B expected C usual D normal 

1 A resident B aborigine C native D inhabitant 

2 A groups B bouquets C teams D bunches 

3 A deriving B resulting C producing D arising 

4 A distinctive B appetising C tasteful D potential 

5 A processed  B passed C treated D immersed 

6 A reduced B shrunk C diminished D lessened 

7 A classed B split  C divided D sorted 

8 A consider B do     C make D take 

9 A resulted B ended   C met D finished 

10 A got B went     C came D began 

11 A cooking B culinary C cuisine D kitchen 

12 A substance B element C additive D ingredient 

13 A imaginative B fabulous C unimaginable D different 

14 A portion B plate        C dish  D platter 

15 A get B come C make D run 

 

 

USE OF ENGLISH/  PART 2 

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. 

For questions 16-30, complete the following article by writing each missing word in the correct box on your 

answer sheet. Use one word for each space. The exercise begins with an example (0). 

 

Example 0 - of 
 The First Cartoons 

 

The technique of telling a story through a sequence (0) …………. pictures, though associated with modern 

cartoons, was (16) …………. fact in use about 500 years ago. Some wonderful examples of these early 

cartoons can now be seen at an exhibition in London, all of (17) …………. were produced to order for 

wealthy clients. (18) ………….. makes this art form so interesting is that it flourished in one small part of 

Europe – Flanders, today a region of northern Belgium – (19) …………. to die out as printing was 

developed. 

 

Many of the tiny pictures were (20) …………. larger than a postage stamp. They (21) …………. painted by 

hand in books about (22) …………. size of a modern paperback. The artists, whose skills were rewarded by 

high salaries, worked slowly, and the buyers sometimes (23) …………. to wait years for the work to be 

completed. In the (24) …………. of one four-volume example, the buyer waited for (25) …………. than a 

decade. 

 

(26) …………. the majority of these cartoons depict religious stories, other subjects are illustrated, (27) 

………….. Episodes from history were popular, (28) ………….  were fairy tales. And yet the artists had a 
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visual style that seems oddly modern. (29) …………. made full use of perspective and techniques familiar 

to us today from films, such as following a long shot (30) …………. a dramatic close-up. 

 

 

USE OF ENGLISH/  PART 3 

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. 

 

In most lines of the following text, there is either a spelling or a punctuation error. For each numbered line 

31-46, write the correctly spelt word or show the correct punctuation in the box on your answer sheet. Some 

lines are correct. Indicate these lines with a (v) in the box. The exercise begins with three examples (0), (00) 

and (000). 

 

Example 0 – possibility 
Example 0O – future 
Example 000 - v 
 
The Thinking Computer 

 

0 Scientists exploring the possibilty of making a computer that can 

00 think for itself have concluded this is unlikely in the foreseeable future 

000 The government-sponsored Intelligent Systems Project was set up 

31 to predict were technology would lead us in the next few decades. 

32 The report just issued by the investigators says, that computers are 

33 certain to play an even bigger roll in our lives in the years to come. 

34 We already use computing devices when we book cinema tickets over 

35 the phone, search the web or use mobile phones. The computers that 

36 are part of these systems will become more efficient,' forecasts Dr 

37 Bevan of Winchester university, who was involved in this project. 

38 And more sophisticated machines that can moniter a sick person and 

39 summon help if required, for instance, will probably be developed 

40 soon. 'However, computers like that still wont be thinking,' admits 

41 Dr Bevan. 'They will just be reacting to the input they receive in the 

42 way they have been taught to.' Thinking involves seperate processes: 

43 understanding information from the out-side world first, and then 

44 makeing a decision about how to react. And at present there is no 

45 way a computer can decide anythink; all it can do is respond. This 

46 is not what goes on in a persons mind when he or she is thinking. 

 

USE OF ENGLISH/  PART 4 

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. 

 

For questions 47-61, read the two texts below. Use the words in the boxes to the right of the texts to form 

one word that fits in the same numbered space in the text. Write the new word in the correct box on your 

answer sheet. The exercise begins with an example (0). 

Example 0 – registration 
 
 
NEWSLETTER 

News in Brief 

The Annual General Meeting of the Literary Society will be held on 29th  

November. Members 

should fill in a (0) ………… card if they plan to attend. The online database 

(0) REGISTER 

(47) MODIFY 

(48) TITLE 

(49) PUBLISH 

(50) ADMIT 

(51) COMPLIMENT 

(52) FULFIL 

(53) FORTH 

 



Konkurs Języka Angielskiego 

Etap szkolny 

page 11 
 

of members is now in place. Any (47) ………… have to be made soon, so please contact the secretary if you 

would like anything altered. 

Ms Emily Wilson has finished her history of the Society. It is (48) ………… A Society for Everyone. The 

date of (49) ………… is not yet known. This year's social evening will be held on 5th  December. There is a 

charge of £5 for (50) …………, and there will be (51) ………… snacks. 

 

The first event of next year is a talk by Robert McWilliam, Hopelessness in the Novels of F. Scott 

Fitzgerald, which focuses on the melancholy mood of (52) ………… desire in Fitzgerald's works. Further 

details will be (53) ………… . 

 

 
EXTRACT FROM ARTICLE 
Edison's Eccentric Project 

When businessman Sam Edison decided he would design his new house himself, 

the fact that he had no (54) ………… experience whatsoever was not a (55) 

………… . Sam has always approached challenges (56) ………… and he 

believes in the old (57) ………… that you can do anything if you put your mind 

to it. He recalls how his efforts were greeted by the men who were going to build 

the house. ‘When I showed the foreman my plans, what little (58) ………… I 

may have had as a boss evaporated. He stared at me in (59) ………… . My lack 

of (60) ………… about building must have been all too (61) ………… .’ Fortunately, the foreman took 

matters in hand, and the house was eventually finished. It is an absolute triumph. 

 

 

CULTURE 

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet. 

For questions 1-20, choose the most appropriate answer (a, b or c).  

 

1. What is the capital city of Scotland? 

a. Glasgow 

b. Cardiff 

c. Edinburgh 

2. Who is the patron saint of England? 

a. Saint George 

b. Saint John 

c. Saint Patrick 

3. What is depicted on Welsh flag? 

a. a red dragon 

b. a green leek 

c. a mermaid 

4. What is the highest mountain in Wales? 

a. Snowdon 

b. Mt McKinley 

c. Ben Nevis 

5. Guy Fawkes Night commemorates _______. 

a. the English revolution 

b. the execution of an English king 

c. the unsuccessful attempt to blow up the Parliament 

6. King Henry the VIII had _______ wives. 

(54) ARCHITECT 

(55) DETER 

(56) CONFIDENCE 

(57) SAY 

(58) CREDIBLE 

(59) BELIEVE 

(60) KNOW 

(61) APPEAR 
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a. four 

b. six 

c. eight 

7. What’s the name of Scotland’s national poet? 

a. Walter Scot 

b. Robert Burns 

c. Robert Louis Stevenson 

8. What’s the name of the type of skirt that Scottish men sometimes wear?  

a. Kilt 

b. Scot skirt 

c. Skilt 

9. What’s the name of the famous lake where a monster is said to live? 

a. Loch Lomond 

b. Loch Gairloch 

c. Loch Ness 

10. What’s the national emblem of Wales? 

a. Potatoes 

b. Coal 

c. Leeks 

11. What’s the national sport of Wales? 

a. Football 

b. Hockey 

c. Rugby 

12. What are the colours of Scottish national flag? 

a. navy blue and red 

b. blue and purple 

c. navy blue and white 

13. The northernmost islands in Scotland are called_________. 

a. Shetlands 

b. Orkneys 

c. Outer Hebrides 

14. Jersey and Guernsey are part of ________. 

a. Outer Hebrides 

b. Channel Islands 

c. Orkneys 

15. The wall built by Romans as protection from Scottish tribes is called ____. 

a. Offa’s Dyke 

b. The Northern Wall 

c. Hadrian’s Wall 

16. What is the most popular British take-away dish? 

a. Chicken Tikka-Masala 

b. Fish and Chips 

c. Big Mac 

17. What is the surface on which tennis players play at Wimbledon? 

a. hard court 

b. grass court 
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c. clay court 

18. What is the name of the city where Shakespeare was born? 

a. London 

b. Stratford upon Avon 

c. Cambridge 

19. What is the oldest British University? 

a. Oxford 

b. Cambridge 

c. Oxbridge 

20. What was the name of the English novelist who was born in Poland? 

a. James G. Ballard 

b. Iris Murdoch 

c. Joseph Conrad 

 


