
Blended Intensive Programme:

Exploring European History Through Common Cultural Heritage

From tribal foundations to modern European identity

Poland and Romania:
A Comparative Analysis of Cultural Formation and 
Historical Development in Central-Eastern Europe



INTRODUCTION
Overlapping cultural traits of ancient Poland and Romania
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Ancient tribal foundations: Poland

Biskupin is the most famous archeological site in Poland and one of 
the best sites in Europe. The site was reconstructed and serves as a 

life-size model of Iron Age fortified settlement. https://www.indo-european-connection.com/science/lusatian/map-of-major-lusatian-culture-settlements-in-central-
europe-adorned-with-amber-road-paths-1300bc-500bc-by-indo-european-connection.jpg
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Ancient tribal foundations: Romania

Costești-Blidaru Dacian fortress

Sarmizegetusa Regia
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Comparative analysis: indigenous continuity

R e m n a n t s o f t h e o l d t r a d i t i o n 
of  „kolędowanie” can be st i l l seen 
nowadays in Poland. The picture shows 
various regional costumes, including a 
recurring horned creature called ‘turoń’  (or 
‘koza’ in some regions). The ‘season’ of 
„kolędowanie” starts after Christmas and 
lasts throughout the carnival season 
(zapusty) up until February, or even longer in 
some of the regions. This custom is rooted 
in old-Slavic festivities celebrating the days 
growing longer after a birth of a  ‘New Sun’ 
on the winter solstice, and includes many 
pre-Christian rites that were meant to evoke 
the nature’s fertility for the upcoming spring.
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http://lamus-dworski.tumblr.com/tagged/turo%C5%84/chrono


Archeological evidence of shared traits

The Corded Ware Culture living from around 
3200 BC to around 1800 BC and spanning 
across parts of Germany and all of what is 
present-day Poland. The pottery produced by 
this culture was tan or brown and decorated 
with bands of dots around the surface. The 
vessels were either beaker-shaped or large 
round pots called Amphoras.

Ceramic urns found at Przeworsk culture cemetery in Poland.
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Historical development and state formation

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/Mieszko_I_(274939)_(cropped).jpg

An image found on Trajan's Column depicting Roman soldiers defending a 
fort from a Dacian attack.7



Linguistic evolution
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Comparative cultural patterns

The sacredness expressed by holy Romanian icons is exactly half way 
between western and eastern iconography. Most of the humanity of faces and 
proportions makes it more accessible to an immediate understanding and 
enjoyment of the piece of art, as well as the symbol of devotion and prayer.
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Regional identity: the Silesian Model (Racibórz)
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Racibórz Piastowski Castle is a stronghold mentioned in 
Gesta principum Polonorum of Gallus Anonymus in an entry 
dated to the year 1108. The first brick sections were likely 
built around the mid-13th century.

Historical Market Square in Racibórz.



Archeological site in Samborowice

SAMBOROWICE, POLAND

Researchers excavating a 2,000-year-old Celtic settlement site in southern Poland recovered a rectangular gaming piece  
made of bone or antler from a dwelling that was partially dug into the ground.
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Contemporary implications and shared heritage
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CONCLUSION

13



14



15



Gratitude for a Memorable Blended Intensive Programme


We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the Faculty of Theology, Letters, 
History and Arts at POLITEHNICA Bucharest University – Pitesti University 
Centre for organizing the Blended Intensive Programme Erasmus+2025 entitled 
"Exploring European History Through Common Cultural Heritage”.


We are deeply thankful to the university authorities, academic staff and students 
for the warm hospitality and exceptional support we received during our stay in Pitești.


This programme has been an incredibly enriching experience, both academically and 
personally. The inspiring lectures, thought-provoking discussions and engaging 
workshops offered us valuable insights into Europe’s shared cultural legacy and 
provided a unique platform for meaningful intercultural exchange.


We are especially grateful for the collaborative spirit and the welcoming atmosphere that 
encouraged openness, creativity and the sharing of perspectives.


Thank you for your dedication, professionalism and generosity.


Warm regards,


Amelia Banialis

Wiktor Bębenek


Agata Burian

Agata Grzesiczek


Oliwia Kąsek

Piotr Michałek

Krzysztof Mika


Mateusz Młynarski

Julia Pietrasz


Marta Szymura

dr Monika Porwoł


Agnieszka Hajduczek

Katarzyna Kasowska

16



STATE UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES
UL. AKADEMICKA 1
47-400 RACIBÓRZ


