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INTRODUCTION

Overlapping cultural traits of ancient Poland and Romania

e Comparative framework for cultural formation in Central & Eastern Europe
* Distinct linguistic roots, shared Indo-European heritage

 Focus: parallels in tribal structures, cultural adaptation, and identity
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Ancient tribal foundations: Poland -

Lechitic Tribes and Lusatian Heritage

* Lechitic tribes (6th-10th c. CE), Polans, agrarian society

e Lusatian culture (ca. 1300-500 BCE): fortified settlements, urnfields

* Biskupin: "Polish Pompeii” — proto-urban settlement

Biskupin is the most famous archeological site in Poland and one of . . _ - — .
. . . Major settlements of the Lusatain Culture in Central Europe
the best sites in Europe. The site was reconstructed and serves as a | 1300 BC - 500 BC
life-size model of Iron Age fortified settlement. 3

https:/www.indo-european-connection.com/science/lusatian/map-of-major-lusatian-culture-settlements-in-central-
europe-adorned-with-amber-road-paths-1300bc-500bc-by-indo-european-connection.jpg



Ancient tribal foundations: Romania

Dacians, Getae, and the Sacred Fortress
e Dacians and Getae: Carpatho-Danubian region, 1st millennium BCE-2nd c. CE
e Sarmizegetusa Regia: spiritual/political center, murus dacicus technique

 Ritual sanctuaries aligned with astronomy

Lo

Sarmizegetusa Regia

Costes;.ti-BIidaru Dacian fortress



Comparative analysis: indigenous continuity

e Complex hierarchies, advanced construction, ritualized practices
 Poland: gradual transition Lusatian - Slavic

* Romania: hybridization with Hellenistic, Roman influences

Remnants of the old tradition
of ,koledowanie” can be still seen
nowadays in Poland. The picture shows
various regional costumes, including a
recurring horned creature called ‘turon’ (or
‘koza’ in some regions). The ‘season’ of
~Kkoledowanie” starts after Christmas and
lasts throughout the carnival season
(zapusty) up until February, or even longer in
some of the regions. This custom is rooted
in old-Slavic festivities celebrating the days
growing longer after a birth of a ‘New Sun’
on the winter solstice, and includes many
pre-Christian rites that were meant to evoke
the nature’s fertility for the upcoming spring.



http://lamus-dworski.tumblr.com/tagged/turo%C5%84/chrono

Archeological evidence of shared traits

Pottery and metalwork: technical skill, symbolic design

Polish Corded Ware, Lusatian pottery vs. Dacian gold/silver, Greek/Scythian-influenced
ceramics

Funerary customs: cremation (Poland), tumuli with grave goods (Romania)

The Corded Ware Culture living from around
3200 BC to around 1800 BC and spanning
across parts of Germany and all of what is
present-day Poland. The pottery produced by
this culture was tan or brown and decorated

Ceramic urns found at Przeworsk culture cemetery in Poland.

with bands of dots around the surface. The
vessels were either beaker-shaped or large 6
round pots called Amphoras.



Historical development and state formation

Poland: Piast dynasty, Mieszko |, Christianization (966 CE)
Romania: Dacian unification, Roman conquest (106 CE), Dacia Traiana

External influences: Germanic, Byzantine (Poland); Roman, Slavic, Byzantine (Romania)

An image found on Trajan's Column depicting Roman soldiers defending a
7 fort from a Dacian attack.

https:/upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/Mieszko_l_(274939)_(cropped).jpg
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THE RICH AND DIVERSE ETYMOLOGY
OF ROMANIAN COUNTY NAMES

AL, DACIAN AND THRACIAN
',///’/ = (PRE-ROMAN COLONIZATION)

BRASOV: three possible Dacian origins, 1) from the anthroponym Brasus,

2) from brad, o 3) from birsk:
o from the Pecheneg bara su (meaning “brown water”);

from “fast-moving water”)

or from the Slavic anthroponym Brasa
BUZAU: from the Thracian Buzes

DAMBOVITA: from the Slavic diabi (meaning “oak”)
DOLJ: from the Slavic dolu (meaning “valley™) and the name of the river Jil

MURES: from the Dacian Maris, mentioned by M

(meaning ') and the name of the river Jiu

Slavic g “barren”)

or Cedonie:
or from the Latin Cibinium (probably via Dacian);

‘alder”)
the Slavi (meaning “water cataract” or “dust”)

<
HARGHITA
MURES R
b SOR TURKIC/SEMITIC)

DACIAN " ¢

LATIN oacan § BRASOV:

Julia < g OR SLAVIC

orh-‘n‘nolphd-(nuﬁ- “azure”)

Ok PEC) mumu mmuc)

A i raad

o from heSlavic byk (meaning “bull” or “0x) A \VALCEA

Mehadia, -_!uu-u-

IMIS: Tienlg, its Tibiscus

ROMANIAN
ALBA: from the city Alba lufia (“alb™ means white, probably from

Slavie (meaning “raven”);
% - fri ’

TURKIC
(CUMAN, TATAR AND TURKISH)

mm(.nm'nnhwhn(m “dark” or “black”);
or from the Slavic kraf (meaning “calcareous”);

SARMATIAN
HARGHITA: possibly some form of Sarmatian;
or it may be related to Arges (check the Dacian and Thracian section):
or from the Turkic/Semitic har (meaning “hill” or “mountain”)
1AS1: from the name of the Sarmatian tribe lazygi

TURKEY
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Polish: West Slavic, Latin alphabet, Germanic/Baltic influences

Romanian: Latin base, Slavic/Hungarian/German influences, script change from Cyrllllc to

Latin

Shared Indo-European roots (e.g., river names, wolf symbolism)
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Comparative cultural patterns

Migration & settlement adaptation

Religious syncretism: Slavic paganism + Christianity (Poland); Zalmoxian cult +
Roman/Orthodox (Romania)

Defensive architecture: local adaptations
Zalmoxis

LI
-

Dacian God, his death and Christian God, his death and
resurrection assures followers of resurrection assures followers of
eternal life. eternal life.

The sacredness expressed by holy Romanian icons is exactly half way
between western and eastern iconography. Most of the humanity of faces and
proportions makes it more accessible to an immediate understanding and
enjoyment of the piece of art, as well as the symbol of devotion and prayer.

9



Regional identity: the Silesian Model (Racib6rz)

 Multicultural heritage: Polish, German, Czech layers
 Architectural legacy: Gothic, Barogue, market squares

* Modern multilingualism and education
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| Historical Market Square in Raciborz.

Raciborz Piastowski Castle is a stronghold mentioned in
Gesta principum Polonorum of Gallus Anonymus in an entry
dated to the year 1108. The first brick sections were likely
built around the mid-13th century. 10



Archeological site in Samborowice

 Findings in Samborowice: Celtic, not Geto-Dacian, but evidence of cultural mosaic

e |ndirect influences via trade routes

SAMBOROWICE, POLAND
Researchers excavating a 2,000-year-old Celtic settlement site in southern Poland recovered a rectangular gaming piece
made of bone or antler from a dwelling that was partially dug into the ground.
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Contemporary implications and shared heritage

 Cross-border cooperation, EU integration
 Challenges: heritage preservation, linguistic diversity, oral traditions

« Poland & Romania as bridges between East and West

i

ROMANIANS

ROMANIA

Bucharest



CONCLUSION

 Parallel processes: consolidation, adaptation, syncretism
 Shared heritage as foundation for European identity

* Importance of comparative research for understanding integration
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[Poland]

Lechitic tribes

Lusatian culture

Biskupin
settlement
Corded Ware
pottery
Urnfield
cremations
Slavic paganism
Early Piast
state

Latin alphabet
Integration
with Western
Christianity

[Shared Traits]

Indo-European roots
Tribal social
hierarchies

Complex fortified
settlements
Ritualized burial
practices

Symbolic use of
pottery & metalwork
Funerary goods as
status symbols

Wolf symbolism
River-based
identity
Agricultural
terminology
Cultural resilience
Adaptation to
external influences

14

[Romania]

Dacian & Getae tribes
Thracian substratum
Sarmizegetusa Regia
Murus dacicus
Hellenistic & Roman
influences

Tumulil burials
Elaborate gold/silver
artifacts

Latin language base
Early Romanization
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Gratitude for a Memorable Blended Intensive Programme

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the Faculty of Theology, Letters,
History and Arts at POLITEHNICA Bucharest University — Pitesti University
Centre for organizing the Blended Intensive Programme Erasmus+2025 entitled
"Exploring European History Through Common Cultural Heritage”.

We are deeply thankful to the university authorities, academic staff and students
for the warm hospitality and exceptional support we received during our stay in Pitesti.

This programme has been an incredibly enriching experience, both academically and
personally. The inspiring lectures, thought-provoking discussions and engaging
workshops offered us valuable insights into Europe’s shared cultural legacy and
provided a unique platform for meaningful intercultural exchange.

We are especially grateful for the collaborative spirit and the welcoming atmosphere that
encouraged openness, creativity and the sharing of perspectives.

Thank you for your dedication, professionalism and generosity.
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